a permissible view then, it is doubtful whether it is so now, when so well known a book is probably in the possession not only of most psychiatrists, but of most barristers as well. The difference between an expression of a firmly held opinion, and the enunciation of an incontrovertible truth is not always made clear, and references to "experience" occur frequently in the book in a context which makes it clear that this is to be equated with agreement with the authors. Insulin and electroplexy, in particular, were seen to arrive by most psychiatrists who are 40 years old or more, and a claim to extensive experience of these techniques could be made by many hundreds of people.
That insulin is more effective than E.C.T. when large series of cases of schizophrenia are studied, can be regarded as established. A little reflection will show that this is not the same thing as proving that in a single case insulin will be more effective than E.C.T., and most clinicians will remember with regret patients who deteriorated under insulin, and who might have been maintained effectively with electroplexy. In discussing leucotomy in the context of schizophrenia, it is stated that "in paranoid schizophrenia the results are more favourable still and may be spectacular, especially in paraphrenia . . ." a statement with which few would agree, as to its first part, while conceding the second part of the statement which is really quite a different proposition. Many, too, would feel that the usefulness of "maintenance" E.C.T. in the treatment of paraphrenics is underestimated.
At the most it might be suggested that the authors express their convictions a little more tentatively in respect of the matters just mentioned. There are two sections, however, which should be revised as opportunity serves. The recent work of Lewis and Fleming has not confirmed that constitutional tendencies are released by ACTH or cortisone, and it is now virtually certain that the danger of these substances from the psychiatric point of view, has been greatly exaggerated. The account of Antabuse quite misses the point of giving the substance at all. This depends upon the fact that it is slowly excreted over some days during which an alcohol-Antabuse reaction can be precipitated. Thus, in effect, the patient must give himself a week's notice before he can start to drink again, which is invaluable in treating the alcoholic whose relapses start with an overpowering gregarious impulse, or a fluctuation in mood. The expression "Fatalities will probably prove entirely avoidable in future, if due care is taken . . ." may well be a joy to barristers, but there is not a shred of evidence for it, and it should be deleted. Deaths have occurred without any clue as to what went wrong. This is a small volume of criticism of a book which covers a vast amount of ground, and is composed of material which, of its very nature, is controversial. It remains the most stimulating and the best book available on the subject, and no psychiatrist other than one engaged wholly in psychotherapy can afford to be without it.
The quality of the paper has greatly improved since the last edition, and the book is pleasingly produced. The index is full and convenient. The chapter on Epilepsy by Dr. Denis Hill has been retained and expanded and is thoroughly up to date.
For what it offers the book is very reasonably priced at 20 shillings. Co. 1954 . These annual volumes have by now a well-recognized character and place in medical literature. Though they contain much of interest to the physician and the pathologist, they are chiefly read by the practising surgeon. In these volumes the surgeon looks chiefly for evidence on how ideas have prospered when applied in standard fashion on a large scale by consummate craftsmen.
It is impossible to review in detail the many papers herewith collected. Points that interest the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine present reviewer are the favourable verdict on vagotomy for recurrent peptic ulcer after gastric resection, and ihe evidence that all is not well with the surgery of the biliary ducts as shown by the frequency with which calculi are missed during cholecystectomy. Other points of interest are the pessimism on the cure of regional ileitis with to.h medical and surgical treatment; and per contra the favourable late results of sarcoidosis, irrespective of treatment. There is a judicial assessment of the relation of the thymus to myasthenia gravis. This is a book for dipping into rather than for sustained reading, and each will dip according to his personal interests. The book is more than a description of technique. It contains a wealth of information about gynaco!ogy in general and atout the pre-and post-operative treatment as well as the d -tails of anatomy and surgical technique. Wkilfred 'haw is careful to give expression to the views of other authorities on practically every gynecological condi ion about which there is any controversy. But he follows this up by indicating very clearly his own views on the matter. This leads one to perhaps one of the biggest criticisms of the took, namely, the amount of space that is devo:ed to subtotal hysterectomy, and the rather reluctant acceptance of total hysterectomy as the better operation. The author rather suggests that vaginal prolapse is a common happening after total hysterectomy (p. 63). He also emphasizes the occasional fact that complications such as fistula, hxmorrhage, sepsis, &c., do occur after total hysterectomy (p. 85). But he does not equally stress that all these complications are unusual and are rarely experienced by competent operators. It is true that Wilfred Shaw states in the Look over and over again that total hysterectomy must be done if various complications are present or even suspected. But the general impression one receives from the chapters on hysterectomy is that Wilfred Shaw would still have condoned the fairly frequent performance of subtotal hysterectomy. In the reviewer's opirion this is to be regretted since it does not represent the general trend of modern Bri'ish gynecology in the hands of the most enlightened operators.
To return to the discussion of the remainder of this beautifully published book: it is sufficient to say that the earlier chapters give d&otiled descrintion of pre-operative prevaration, of the patient (in which perhaps some more stress might have been laid on urinary tract di-,inf ctibn), o-i an esthesia and on one of the author's pet subjects, pelvic anatomy. Thi, follows a chapter de3cribino the techtique of opening and closing the abdomen. Ano:her chapter on post-operative treatment contains many useful hints but the reviewer is sorry to see the advice to put the patient in the Fowler's position. He would also disagree with the statement that "post-operative vomiting is relatively rare at the present day with modern forms of anesthesia".
In the chapter on myomectomy the irdications are well described and the various mechanical means of checking hemorrhage during the operation are discussed. No mention is made, however, of that very effective method, the injection of ergometrine or pitocin directly into the uterine muscle. This injection is, however, recommended ofter the operation of myomectomy.
One of the most interesting chapters in the book is that upon cancer of the cervix. A brief survey of the arguments for and against rcdiological treatment is given and the more extensive mod-rn operations are mentioned. The Schanta oneration is dascribed and beautifully illustrated. But Wilfred Shaw does not show any great enthusiasm for this operation. The Wertheim operation receives a very detailed descrip ion of the various techniques and the stages of the op,eration are profusely illustrated. Only a brief description of the combined abdomino-perineal methods, such as that described by Howkins, appears in the book but lymphadenectomy as a corollary to irradiation or other treatment receives some detailed consideration. Anterior exenteration is briefly described but i is not emphasized that this seems a much more reasonable procedure than does total exenteration leaving the p ticnt w th a wet colostomy. It is interesting to note that Shaw advises total hysterectomy for discovered cases of "carcinoma in situ" largely on the assumption, with which not everybody will agree, that the "condition is certain to become invasive at a later date" (p. 141). The recommendations for treatment of cancer of the uterine body run on accepted lines and Shaw prefers an extended oneration of the Wertheim type followed by irradiation for all anaplastic tumours of the uterine body.
Then follow several chapters (Nos. 9-16) which are on orthodox lines and present stand ird methods of treatment. But in Chapter 17 "Vaginal Hysterectomy" though very well described, does not find much favour with Wilfred Shaw for cases in which there is not an appreciable degree of prolapse.
